
April 1, 2018       Mark 16:1-8 
  
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so 
they could go and anoint Jesus. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, at sunrise, they went to the 
tomb. 3 They were saying to each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance to the tomb for 
us?” 4 When they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed. 6 He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was 
crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and 
Peter, ‘He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 8 They went 
out and hurried away from the tomb, trembling and perplexed. They said nothing to anyone, because 
they were afraid. 
  

Don’t Be Afraid, The Tomb is Empty 
  
We start our Gospel lesson in the darkness on a Sunday morning.  It is a good place to start.  When you go to a 
jewelry store, diamonds are placed against black cloths, in order to magnify the beauty of the diamond.  So the 
darkness of death magnifies the light of life.  Life is taken for granted when you are in good health.  You use it 
and expect it and take it for granted.  Experience sickness, or come close to death, then life means something 
much more.  Go to a grave expecting to see death and find death, and life becomes miraculous and glorious.  
  
The Jewish world lay dormant for all of Saturday, and so did Jesus after having been crucified on Friday 
afternoon.  The women got up early on Sunday morning in order to go to the tomb where Jesus was placed by 
Joseph of Arimathea.  They had seen Joseph wrap Jesus’ dead body in spices.  It was a quick job that was done 
hastily.  So when the women went home on Friday night they decided to gather more spices so that they could 
give Jesus a better burial on Sunday morning.  The tomb was a cave with a huge circular slab in front of it.  The 
slab was probably around four or five feet tall, and maybe six to twelve inches thick, somewhere between two 
to four thousand pounds.  It was rolled into place in a groove.  In order to roll the stone back up the groove, it 
would take a lot more manpower, more than the women had.  
  
I.  Go to the grave 
  
Think about this.  What a dirty job! They couldn’t hire a funeral director to do the dirty work. They had to 
handle and wrap their own loved ones in spices within a white cloth and often bury the same day that they died. 
When the women went to the tomb, they were expecting to have to deal with angry and mean soldiers.  Not 
only this, they were also expecting to find Jesus’ dead body.  He would have been decomposing already even 
with the spices Joseph used.  They would have had to go into a tomb that would have already started to stink. 
They would have had to unwrap a dead body that had been rolled up in spices and handle this one whom they 
thought was going to be the Messiah.  But they weren’t afraid to get their hands dirty and do it.  
  
It’s the fact that they expected to find a dead body that actually kind of impresses me.  Jesus was supposed to be 
the Messiah.  He was supposed to begin a whole new kingdom.  Now he was dead.  Wouldn’t you think they 
would have naturally been despondent?  I would have expected them to say, “Joseph did a good enough job.  I 
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don’t need to get my hands dirty on him.”  Or maybe you would expect them to angrily say, “Let him rot!  He 
died and left us.  All of our hopes are gone.  Let him stink.  It’s what he deserves!”  You would think that if 
anything, they would want to take Jesus’ body and expose it and him for the sham that they would have feared 
he was. 
  
But these women had been so blessed by Jesus.  He had personally chased seven demons out of Mary 
Magdalene and some of these other women as well.  He had healed their sick and even raised their dead.   Jesus 
had preached to them such wonderful messages of love and forgiveness.  He proved Himself to be so forgiving 
and so kind and so compassionate.  They couldn’t just forget all of that, just because Jesus was betrayed and 
crucified, having been accused of things He didn’t even do.  You have to admire the love and respect that these 
women had for Jesus.  The boldness too, to go to the grave in early morning, not knowing how they would be 
able to get the gravestone rolled away.  
  
There’s something to be said for this kind of love, even in the midst of a weak and fearful faith.  When your 
spouse or your parent dies, when you lose a job or your health, when you’ve been terribly disappointed by God. 
People can utter a “praise God” easily enough or maybe point to the skies when things go well.  But when life 
gets dirty and causes you to really question God, are you willing to get dirty and search for answers?  So many 
give up, because they never wanted that kind of faith.  They were happy with the God who is just nice to 
everyone, gives bland types of hope, without ever really dealing with sin or death.  They want a cleaner type of 
faith, a more generic kind of faith that doesn’t really deal with any of the dirtier details of life and death.  
  
But for those who have had to face some serious problems, you have to go to the grave.  You have to face your 
fears, get dirty and find out what kind of a God you are dealing with.  Is He really in control?  Does He put to 
death?  Does He punish sin? No matter what the obstacles and no matter how dark and dismal life seems, even 
if  you are sure God has died, go and see Jesus.  Get your knees dirty and pray to Him.  Listen to His Word and 
try to unravel your thoughts and your fears, even if you think he’s dead.  Seek His face.  You might be surprised 
at what you find.  
  
II.  You will not find Jesus there  
  
The women were very surprised.  Before they ever got to the tomb, God opened it.  An angel came down from 
heaven with a mighty force so that the earth began to quake.  He threw the stone off its hinge like it was 
nothing, and sat on top of the stone.  The guards shook and cowered in absolute fear, and then ran away from 
the scene as quickly as they could.  The stone and the guards were easy obstacles to overcome.  
 
This is the same LORD that wants all people to come to him.  He opens things up so that everyone can and 
should look for Him.  Paul said to the men of Athens that God “marked out their appointed times in history 
and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us.”  (Acts 17)  So it was with these women and with 
you.  When you are in a scary and dark place, when you have some serious questions and fear that God may be 
dead, it could be that God actually has you where He wants you.  He has opened a pathway for you to seek and 
find Him.  
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What happened with these women when they went to the tomb?  If we follow the book of John, it would appear 
that Mary Magdalene turned around immediately to tell Peter and the other disciples that Jesus’ body was 
stolen, while the other women went into the tomb.   Imagine how scary it would have been to walk into the 
tomb while it was barely light with nobody around and no flashlights on their phones.  They found no body.  As 
they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 
were alarmed.   It was the angels who announced the birth of Christ and sang for joy in the sky to the 
shepherds.  Isn’t it then fitting for them to be there to announce the victory of Jesus as well?  Mark only 
mentions the one angel, but the other gospels tell us a little bit more.  There were two angels who appeared 
suddenly, and they were gleaming white.  The women were so afraid that they fell on their faces in fear.  
  
But they had nothing to fear!  He said to them, “Do not be alarmed. You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him.   “Don’t be 
afraid.”  To those who have touched death: to those who have cancer: to those who are alone: to those who are 
afraid of what the future will bring: to those who are guilty:  to those who know what they deserve from God 
and who are scared: no matter what kind of darkness you have walked into: “Don’t be alarmed!”  This is the 
command of Easter.  Fear is not allowed, not here.  
  
Why?  Because Jesus is not here!  What a call to faith!  The grave is forsaken!  There’s no one here!  Believe! 
There were many people named Jesus at that time, so the angel defined Jesus as specifically as He could.  You 
are looking for Jesus the Nazarene - the term that all of His haters derisively referred to Him as.  Yes, He’s the 
one, who did much of His ministry north of the Sea of Galilee, where the Gentiles could see Him too.  The One 
who healed the sick and raised the dead, who walked on water and stilled storms.  No, He didn’t hobnob with 
the people in Jerusalem, and we don’t mind it at all.   We don’t care what the world thinks of Nazareth.  This 
One is from God, born in Bethlehem, and raised in Nazareth.  We have no problem with that.  Yes, that’s the 
one we are seeking.  
  
What’s even more essential?  Who was crucified.   Yes!  This is the key!  He had blood come pouring forth 
from his head, his hands, his feet, and his back.  He was mocked by all.  He cried out that He was forsaken by 
God.  This is THE defining action of Jesus, the one thing that we all see Him for.  The most shameful thing that 
happened to Him also happens to be the most glorious thing, because He went there to take the sinners place 
and suffer the hell we deserved.  He went there to conquer death and satisfy God’s wrath.  This is the Jesus that 
we came to see, for without the crucifixion, we have no salvation.  Yes, we are looking for the crucified One. 
He died an awful death, something that nobody could come back from.  What else should the women have 
expected but a dead Jesus lying in a tomb?  
  
It is the most natural conclusion to make for people who are still living in darkness and death, to expect 
darkness and death, and to wonder if there is a God at all.  When we listen to Mary Magdalene’s words in John 
20, what did she expect?  She assumed that Jesus’ body had been stolen.  She told the disciples as much, 
without going into the tomb at first!  
  
What a blessing, then for this angel to tell them something that they had heard but never comprehended or 
expected.  ‘He is not here. See the place where they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is 
going ahead of you into Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.’  The angels showed them the 
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empty place along with the folded head cloth.  It was a call to faith!  This wasn’t the work of a grave robber! 
But what was it that finally convinced these women that Jesus had really come back from the dead?  It wasn’t 
the empty tomb.  It wasn’t even the view of the glorious angels or their words.  It was the words of Jesus, the 
prophecies that He would rise from the dead.  When they were reminded of His prophecies, and those 
prophecies were combined with the empty tomb, the women finally realized that the impossible had happened. 
Jesus really rose from the dead!  The forsaken tomb, combined with the prophecy of Jesus, worked faith.  
 
What does this mean?  He really paid for the sins of the world!  He really conquered death.  He was alive!  So 
what should they do?  They were convinced by the Word, so they too should go, tell his disciples AND PETER 
- notice the special mention of Peter - who would have been especially troubled by his three denials - go and tell 
them to go to Galilee and meet Jesus there.  They would all get to see Jesus again, together at Galilee. This is 
what heaven is all about.  We get to see Jesus again.  Because I live, you also will live.  This message is for you 
too!  
  
It was late in the fourth quarter.  The Seahawks were down 19-7 without much time left to the Packers.  ESPN 
said that the Packers had over 92% chance of winning the game.  Many fans decided to leave early so they 
wouldn’t get caught in traffic.  But when they were on their way out, they started to hear the crowd cheer louder 
and louder.  When they turned around and tried to get back in, the fans were locked out of the stadium, and they 
missed one of the most unbelievable comebacks in football history.  Unfortunately, I saw every last second of it. 
  
When the women came to anoint Jesus’ body, they came expecting to sorrow in defeat.  They expected the 
tomb to be locked.  They had seen Jesus die.  They weren’t trying to get in to see a victory.  But they went 
anyway.  What they got was something they never could have imagined.  They saw and heard something they 
never expected in a thousand years.  He is not here!  Jesus lives!  
  
But what about those who didn’t come?  God didn’t shut them out!  Jesus sent the women to tell them the good 
news to the disciples and to Peter.  He Himself personally visited them as well.  He wanted them to have the 
same joy.  
 
This message is for you too.  Life is full of darkness and sadness and death.  It is fearful to think of what 
happens in this world.  What is God thinking?  Where has He gone?  Go to the Word.  Do not be afraid of what 
you will find.  You will find a God who died a terrible death on the cross, but came back to life!  Because of 
this, He has cleaned out the grave.  Because He lives, it means that His sacrifice was accepted by God.  It means 
that He has the power to give eternal life to all of those who believe in Him and are baptized.  The empty grave 
brings faith, hope, and salvation in Christ alone.  Go to Him, and you will find a God who has opened the door 
to heaven.  There is life in Jesus!  There is hope!  There is nothing to be afraid of, not even a dark and gloomy 
grave.  Believe and be saved.  Amen. 
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